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Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry

Minister
Norihisa Tamura
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While Japan’s standard of children’s health care should be something to be boasted of in the world, the number of
children here has not stopped declining, and we are heading for a society with extremely few children. As to their
physical and mental health, too, there have been problems piling up including long-term, continuous care of
intractable diseases. Children’s psychological issues in addition to the increasing incidence of abuse have come to
pose serious social problems. It is important that children as one to shoulder the future grow healthily both mentally
and physically, so that the nation continues to develop and contribute to the world.

As part of the solutions to such problems, 15 hospitals nationwide were chosen in the last fiscal year as the bases to
combat pediatric cancer. The cases that have been scattered around the country will be gathered there and
provided with higher-quality treatment more efficiently as part of the initiative. We have high hopes for this step
proving to be a significant help to eradicate pediatric cancer.

Meanwhile, in such cases of pediatric care, support for the family is obviously important, too, in addition to the
medical treatment for the young patients. In that aspect, Donald McDonald House’s work makes up for the part the
medical profession cannot solely fulfill. | cannot thank enough for the charity’s adding extra dimensions to the
general health care. Since the charity opened its first House in the National Center for Child Health and
Development in 2001, the charity has supported patients and families with a number of children’s hospitals. As a
result of such valuable contribution, then Health Minister H. Otsuji attended the opening ceremony of the DMH
Osaka-Suita in 2005 and presented a letter of appreciation. In 2009, the second letter was given in appreciation of
the foundation’s continued activities on the occasion of its 10-year anniversary. Now after 15 years since the
establishment, | hear the 10th DMH has been in progress in Fukuoka. | earnestly hope that DMHC persists with its
great work bridging the gap between the medical world and the society in order to assist the pediatric medicine.
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It has been 15 years since we started DMH’s operation in Japan. We have promoted the
development of DMHs with determination to help as many sick children as possible and their
families. We opened DMH Nagoya, the 9th House in Japan, in November 2013 and have
supported a total of 30,333 families since the opening of the 1st House in Japan, DMH Setagaya.
Now the 10th DMH is scheduled to open in Fukuoka and plans to build the 11th and 12th Houses
are also in progress.

In 2013, Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare selected15 hospitals in Japan as hubs for
pediatric cancer treatment for intensive pediatric cancer care and enhancement of the quality of
the care. In 2014 the ministry is reviewing the existing system to support children suffering from
chronic pediatric diseases of specified categories or serious diseases and their families to secure
stable funding. I take pride in the fact that activities promoted by our foundation have played key
roles in the governments these initiatives. The then Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare
presented us with a letter of commendation for our activities in 2005 and 2009 and the present
minister provided a comment to celebrate our 15th anniversary.

This charity project in which the society supports medical care has been expanding its circle little
by little and gaining public recognition. The medical profession places great expectations on the
project and its importance in pediatric care has been increasing. While the daily operation of DMH
is supported by many volunteers, it costs a great deal of money to develop and operate DMHs. |
would like to express my sincere gratitude to contributions from many companies including
McDonald’s Japan and goodwill donations given in donation boxes at McDonald's restaurants and
hope a strong culture of donation to be established for many children and their families who need
DMH.
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Charities Japan

Chief Executive Director
Osamu Hirose

NRHEEN RFHIVR -V RFIVR-
INDRFH )T =R v\

EHES

ER %

FEDHMEIET O—/NIVF ¥ ) T4 —CTHY EREETHRIDFEL LB EZDORGEEXIE
THERDTONTVET TR IV T FIVE - N\TZ FHFRISAECE LD > THYF
T ESITHRRDA TN ERVRIEITHKRBDBERIITBINFIVE-RIFFIVE - T73) —
W= LAD 200 EICHAMER R BIEETE S E L CRERIRE N CHBFELBEZEL
TVET . HEATEHIDI0FETCRRICHREZZF BN CEEEN TV RINVADIFERICELET
fiZ2F HADPRTCHREGFELZO>TEVELT

FEF.ENISHELTREL/N\VRIEBRBRDFTES DR OEL > THEENICHTNZE
& EEITHITDERICEDTUTZRED/N\VRE LTV E LT BREIIRZ > T17ELTEL
DAEDNVAZEZRZ LTI EDTEN  HTTICBEND/N\TREL O THVE Y, CDFEZ
LTWBDHTNDSHRENZI BN/ \TRX T BERERBLCLIICAEHZHEHREGRE
Z LT BREOERO—AE G CHMNESHICEWVBA TVE T, EREGRE  MBDERZ
LTRIeB D —E R CINTRF =TV IO BIRICAD D DT Z BRD/ \ T ABIRREF &
CRENBHRT HELVIWKIFERITUTERBRERBERLTEIET,

FIFINETIcWAALRERZEXE L. XESZ L CRUADRICHED O TEWNIE LT F
TIVERTEFIVE - NVABEDIDEXEELEENS AT T D—EERLCTHEIET, Inh
SEMATIEBYE T HEHEGIRRDFELEDcHITE—MTEEO> TEVIET,

SECTHHTIRVRW S OERKICECSILZHL EIFRLEHIT. SR ESEDSSH
CXIBETHNZEBIE T LO5EBLKEBLOLELET,

Donald McDonald House Charities is a global charity that conducts activities to support sick
children and their families all over the world. DMH now operate in 35 countries and more than 200
Ronald McDonald Family Rooms are available as a space to rest for families attending on their sick
children in hospital wards. We are supporting children having hard time in various forms. The
organization has grown rapidly in the past 10 years also in Japan, and 9 Houses currently operating
in the country have been highly evaluated and has become a key player in the world.

Last year the 9th House in Japan, which has been long awaited by local people, opened with
aggressive efforts of supporters including doctors of Nagoya University Hospital who played a
central role in collecting donations for the birth of DMH. DMH has been beloved by the local
community and operated with generous support of many volunteers since its opening. The next
DMH will be opened and operated in Fukuoka with the same approach. Like the DMH Nagoya,
enthusiastic hospital staffs and local community members are working as one team to raise funds
for DMH Fukuoka. Medical staff, local people and DMHC staff working together for the opening of
DMH is a common approach used for the development of Houses in Europe and the United States,
and | realize Japan is getting closer to them in this regard.

I have helped many organizations and been involved in activities to assist cultural activities and
welfare. | feel this DMHC project is also one of my valuable lifeworks. | will continue to do my best
for children suffering hardship.

| would like to extend my sincere gratitude to people who have extended to the charity and would
greatly appreciate their continuous support and assistance.

Fukuoka Children’s Hospital &
Medical Center for Infectious Diseases
Fukuoka City Hospital Organization

Director
Junichiro Fukushige
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While the new long-awaited Fukuoka Children’s Hospital is still under construction to open in
November 2014, it is ineffable pleasure to see the 1st DMH in Kyushu and the 10th House in Japan,
"DMH Fukuoka", will open in the hospital’s premises. | would like to express my sincere gratitude to
the staff of DMHC and other people involved for their continuing efforts and support in the
development of the House,

The existing Fukuoka Children’s Hospital & Medical Center for Infectious Diseases has provided
medical treatment many sick children from Kyushu and the entire West Japan as a
highly-specialized hospital for children since its opening in 1980. The new hospital will take over
abundant clinical experience and outstanding expertise developed by the existing hospital and
further enhance pediatric care and perinatal care.

It is essential to create an environment to accept sick children visiting our hospital for medical
treatment and their families in such hospital setting as ours. DMH Fukuoka which will reduce
mental and financial burdens on these families and enable them to stay close to and take care of
their sick children will provide great emotional support to the families.

In Fukuoka, a fund-raising committee for the construction of DMH was established in May 2013
with the understanding and support of people active in various quarters including economy,
government, medical care, sports and citizens’ groups, and has been soliciting donations
extensively, centering around Kyushu and entire west Japan.

| am most grateful to all people who have extended cooperation to us and would appreciate their
continuing assistance and courtesies to DMH.

| truly wish the DMH Fukuoka will have a volunteer culture take root in Fukuoka and become a
wonderful House where sick children and their families stay with bright hope, like the other DMHs
in Japan and abroad.
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